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District Export Council of Southern California 

April 28, 2015 

Ref:  Support of the Congressional Trade Priorities and Accountability Act of 2015 

Dear Member/Senator, 

We, the members of the District Export Council of Southern California (DECSC), 
support the bipartisan Congressional Trade Priorities and Accountability Act of 
2015 and ask for your support to pass this Congressional legislation in order to move 
forward the US’ trade position.  The United States has languished on the sidelines of trade 
negotiations for far too long - Congressional Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) allows the 
US’ active participation in the shaping of the trade agreements, thereby looking out for our 
country’s interests and values. 

There are some 59 District Export Councils (DEC) throughout the country. Each member of 
each DEC is appointed for a two year term by the Secretary of Commerce to work with the 
Dept. of Commerce through the donation of time and expertise to assist small and medium-
sized businesses in their local communities to establish or increase export sales. Exports are 
in that part of the U.S. economy which generates economic growth and creates new and 
higher-paying jobs for our communities.  Having the geographically largest breadth, the 
DECSC reaches from Orange County in the south to Fresno and Bakersfield to the north. 

The time for the US to engage trade negotiations is now!  The Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP), representing 40% of the world’s economy and 12 participating countries, is a massive 
trade agreement that is entering the final and most intense phase for which US negotiators 
need the authority of TPA to assert and leverage American interests.  Trade agreements also 
seem to be taking on a strategic competitive element between China and the U.S., as China 
presses for additional regional influence.  The Association of South-East Asian (ASEAN) 
nations, including China, South Korea and Japan, appears to be constructing a rival trade 
agreement to TPP – one with which the US is not fully engaged.  Our concern is without TPA 
to allow the US’ full commitment in TPP, we could find ourselves on the sidelines losing 
considerable influence in this region, and also unable to insert trade-based and transparent 
rules. Further, the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (T-TIP) is positioned for 
the final stage of negotiations and it too warrants serious and significant involvement and 
support by the US. 

These two trade agreements with Asia and Europe  represent at least 60% of the global 
economic output.  Further, we want the US to engage in opportunities with smaller bilateral 
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Free Trade Agreements (FTA) that are increasingly being negotiated between many 
individual countries.  California has benefited from the successes of the recent US-Korea 
FTA, and longer term from the US-Australia FTA, both resulting in significant and continual 
export growth.  This modernization of TPA is important to the members of DECSC because 
we represent the small and medium sized businesses which are the job creators that follow 
with our exports, after the Congressionally defined negotiated US trade agreements remove 
trade barriers and allow our businesses competitive access to new international markets. 

We applaud the bipartisan steps that have been thus far achieved and ask for your support of 
this bill which will benefit businesses and workers in the Southern California region. 

 
Susan Kohn Ross 
Chair, 
District Export Council of Southern California 

 
Kenneth L. Wengrod 
Chairman of the Regulatory & Legislation Committee of the District Export Council of 
Southern California (DECSC) 
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Arthur Dale Alvarez Jr. 
Plasti-Fab International 

Norman Arikawa 
Port of Los Angeles 

Steve Arnold 
FedEx Services 

Raymond Bowman 
EDCVC Small Business Development 
Center 
(Ventura & Santa Barbara Counties) 

Richard Brent 
Louroe Electronics, Inc. 

Thomas Burr 
Union Bank 

Susan Corrales-Diaz 
Systems Integrated 

Megan Cullen 
Soilmoisture Equipment Corp. 

Scott Ermeti 
Pelican Products, Inc. 

Mary Flowers 
Global Green Development  
Group Inc. 

Guy Fox 
Guy Fox & Associates, Inc. 

Larry Garrison 
Alcoa Fastening Systems 

Chris Garville 
Commerce Overseas, 
a Merex Company 

Ferdinando Guerra 
Los Angeles County Economic 
Development Corporation 
(LAEDC) 

David Habib, Jr. 
Law Office of David J. Habib 

Frances Harder 
Fashion Business Incorporated 
& Harder Publications 

Vincent Iacopella 
The Janel Group of Los 
Angeles 

Ralph Jagodka 
Mt. San Antonio College 

Robert Kulesh 
Matthews Studio Equipment, Inc. 

Bruce Leeds, Esq. 
Braumiller Schulz, LLP 

Jim MacLellan 
Port of Los Angeles 

Jerry Manko Christopher Marino 
Fallingwater Consulting Group 
LLC 

Noel Massie 
UPS 

Brian Peck 
Governor's Office of Business  
and Economic Development  

Peter Ramirez 
UNICOM Systems 

John Robinson 
International Technical Development 
Management, LLC 

Susan Kohn Ross 
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP 

Gordon Schaeffer 
University of California,  
Education Abroad Program 

Hazem Selim 
Certified Worldwide LLC 

Marvin Sepe 
CTC Global Corporation 

Susan Sinclair 
Berkshire Hathaway 
Real Estate Services Division 

Donald Sovie, Esq. 
Law Offices of Donald E. Sovie 

Jerry Tyler 
Heart of Nature, LLC 

Christel Vilogron 
Import Export Best Practices 

Janet C. Wang 
JW & Associates 

Hudson Warren 
China West Global 

Janet A. Wells 
Insta Graphic Systems 

Kenneth L. Wengrod 
Chairman of the Regulatory & Legislation 
Committee of the District Export Council 
of Southern California (DECSC) 

 


